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The People 


When European explorers rediscovered 
North America at the close of the 15th 
century, the present Atlantic Provinces 
and most of Quebec were inhabited by 
migratory tribes who were called by the 
newcomers— ‘Indians.’ The name dates 
from a letter written by Columbus in 
February 1493, when he wrote of the 
“Indios” he had with him on his return 
to Spain. He truly believed he had 
reached India. 

In Eastern Canada the majority of the 
Indian people spoke dialects of the ex- 
tensive Algonkian linguistic family. They 
were the Micmac, Malecite, Abenaki, 
Naskapi, Montagnais, Algonkin (proper) 
and Cree. In addition an Iroquoian tribe 
lived along the banks of the St. Lawrence 
River in Jacques Cartier’s time, and 
today are represented in Quebec by 
Mohawks and Hurons. 

The history of the various Indian tribes 
or nations in the Atlantic Provinces and 
Quebec, none of whom had a written 
language, is based on the observations 
of early white travellers, the people’s own 
oral tradition, and modern archaeology. 
Artifacts exhumed from ancient burial 
sites and camping grounds reveal much 
about their foods, implements and other 
cultural aspects of the people before 
recorded history. Often the approximate 
date of settlement and migration can be 
determined by relating the results of 
Carbon 14 tests to the modern calendar. 


The Beothuks 

The Beothuk Indians are now considered 
to have been a people distinct from the 
Algonkins. They lived in Newfoundland, 
but how numerous they once were may 
never be known. In the 332 years from 
1497 when John and Sebastian Cabot 
first reported them in Newfoundland, to 
the year 1829, when the last survivor 
died in St. John’s, the tribe of Indians 
known to history as the Beothuks 
became extinct. 

Sebastian Cabot reported that he met 
“people painted with red ochre.”’ From 
this characteristic of one people came the 
description ‘‘red Indian” and it was soon 
applied by early writers to all the in- 
habitants of North America. 

One of the first published descriptions 
of the Beothuk was in 1633 when 
Joannes De Laet of Leyden, Holland 
published an account in his ‘L’histo/re du 
Nouveau Monde ou Description des Indes 
Occidentales.’ 

Comparing the people with the Euro- 
peans of his own time, he described them 
as being of medium height, “the hair 
black, the face broad, the nose flat and 
the eyes large; all the males are beardless, 
and both sexes tint not only their skin but 
also their garments with a kind of red 
colour. And they dwell in certain conical 
lodges and low huts of sticks set in a 
circle and joined together in the roof. 
Being nomadic, they frequently change 
their habitations. They had a kind of cake 
made of eggs and baked in the sun, and 
a sort of pudding, stuffed in gut, and 
composed of seals fat, livers, eggs 
and other ingredients. ° 

De Laet described their crescent- 
shaped birch bark canoes, which had 
sharp keels and required much ballast 


to keep them from turning over. These 
craft were not more than twenty feet long 
and could carry up to five persons. 

Another traveller who visited New- 
foundland in 1622 described them as 
living in the north and west portions of 
the island, and that the hunting and war 
tools were bows and arrows, darts, clubs 
and slings. They hunted deer in common, 
and the remains of their deer fences, used 
to drive the deer to a killing ground, were 
still to be found in 1839 in the interior of 
the island. These fences or stockades 
made of trees sometimes stretched for 
thirty miles along a river. 

Food was stored in pits and tree 
caches. There is no evidence that they 
had the use of pottery. They made use of 
the steam bath or sweat lodge, as did 
other tribes, and from the remains of 
camping sites it is estimated that up to 
twenty people shared one dwelling. 

With the discovery of the great cod 
fishing grounds, ships of many western 
countries began to arrive to exploit them. 
The crews set up drying stations on the 
shores of Newfoundland. Almost im- 
mediately the apprehensive fishermen 
came into conflict with the Beothuks 
who came to see the strange white men. 

In the early years of the 18th century 
the Micmac of Nova Scotia, aided by 
French interests, moved in considerable 
numbers to western Newfoundland. They 
lived in amity with the Beothuk, whom 
they called ‘“‘macquaejeet,” meaning 
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“the red men.’ The Micmac were both 
hunters and traders and acted as middle- 
men for the Europeans. 

By 1670 quarrelling broke out between 
the two Indian groups and a destructive 
battle took place at the north end of 
Grand Pond. From then on the remnants 
of the Beothuk, who did not have guns, 
were hunted down without mercy. The 
French authorities posted a reward for 
each one dead, because they accused 
them of pilfering their fishing and 
trading stations. 

When the island passed permanently 
to British control, the government 
became concerned for the protection of 
the Beothuk. In 1760 Captain Palliser 
issued a proclamation for the protection 
of the Beothuks. It set forth that His 
Majesty had been informed that his sub- 
jects in Newfoundland ‘‘do treat the 
savages with the greatest inhumanity, 
and frequently destroy them without the 
least provocation or remorse.” In order, 
therefore, to put a stop to such inhuman 
barbarity, and that the perpetrators of 
such atrocious crimes might be brought 
to due punishment, His Majesty enjoined 
and required all his subjects to live in 
amity and brotherly kindness with the 
native savages’. All persons guilty of 
murder were to be apprehended and sent 
to England for trial. But England was far 
away, and there were few magistrates In 
the colony. 

An expedition sent through the interior 
of Newfoundland found only the remains 
of campsites and corpses in 1827. On 
6 June 1829 a young woman, believed to 
be about twenty-three years of age, died 


of consumption in the hospital at 

St. John’s. Her name was Shanandithit, 
and she was the last known member of 
her race. Her lively drawings and sketches 
were the only record left by any of them. 


The Micmac 

It is generally considered that the Micmac 
are the original native people of Nova 
Scotia, although today members of the 
tribe also live in New Brunswick and 
Quebec. The Indians of Prince Edward 
Island and the few in Newfoundland are 
also Micmac. The first notice that Euro- 
peans had of this important group was 
perhaps the unhappy venture of Gaspar 
Corte Real, a slave trader, who captured 
a number of them and took them to 
Europe in 1501. 

In 1611 a Jesuit missionary, Father 
Pierre Biard, estimated that they number- 
ed between 3,000 and 3,500 persons. 
They called the entire country that they 
occupied Megumage. It was divided into 
seven areas, each with a chief. The head 
chief lived in what is now Cape Breton. 
The other chiefs resided at Pictou, Mem- 
ramcook, Restigouche, Eskegawaage, 
Shubenacadie, and the area around 
Annapolis where the great sagamore 
Membertou befriended the first 
French settlers. 

Father Biard in his “Re/ation”* de- 
scribed much of the habits and char- 


acteristics of the people. ‘You could not,” 
he wrote, ‘distinguish the young men 
from the girls, except in the way of wear- 
ing their belts. For the women are girdled 
both above and below the stomach and 
are less nude than the men... Their 
clothes are trimmed with leather lace, 
which the women curry on the side that 
is not hairy. They often curry both sides 
of elk skin, like our buff skin, then varie- 
gate it very prettily with paint put onina 
lace pattern, and make gowns of it; from 
the same leather they make their shoes 
and strings. The men do not wear 
trousers ... they wear only a cloth to 
cover their nakedness.” Their dwellings 
were uSually the conical bark wigwams, 
though sometimes, when on the move, 
they used skins or matting made from 
reeds or pounded roots. 

The Micmac were excellent canoemen 
and much of their food came from the 
sea or the shore. They tapped the maples 
in the spring to make syrup, and used the 
berries of the woods and wild plants to 
supplement their diet, which was as 
varied and rich as that of the West 
Coast Indians. 

They early became allies of the French 
and it was many years after the English 
possession of Acadia that relations be- 


* Relation in this history refers to the collected annual 
reports made by Jesuit Missionaries to their 
superiors in Europe. In these reports they related 
their experiences among the various Indian peoples. 
The edition used here is The Jesuit Relations and 
Allied Documents, Travels and Explorations of the 
Jesuit Missionaries in New France, 16170 to 1797. 
Edited by Reuben G. Thwaites and published by 
Burrows Brothers, Cleveland, 1901. 72 Volumes. 


came amicable. Micmac warriors fought 
in the long border wars with the New 
Englanders, they being closely related to 
the native peoples of Maine and New 
Brunswick in language and culture. 

The Micmac people had a heritage of 
folktales and mythology which was care- 
fully collected by early travellers and 
written down by scholars before it dis- 
appeared, These gave a rich legacy of 
Algonkin beliefs to the world. 


The Malecite 
The Malecite belong to the Abenaki 
group of the Algonkin peoples. Their 
ancestral home was always in New 
Brunswick, especialiy along the St. John 
River, where many of them still live. In 
European accounts, the earliest recorded 
notice of them was made by Samuel de 
Champlain in 1604. He spoke of their 
general friendliness and of their hospital- 
ity to himself and his party. “When we 
were all seated, they began to smoke, as 
was their custom before making any 
discourse. They made us presents of 
game and venison. All that day and the 
night following they continued to sing 
and dance and feast until day reappeared. 
They were clothed in beaver skins.” 
When Fort La Tour was built on the 
St. John River, it became the trading 
centre for the Malecite. They greatly de- 
sired European goods, especially cooking 
pots and firearms. Their attachment to 
the French cause continued until 1763, 
by which time nearly all the Malecite had 
become Christian, and many had inter- 
married with French traders. 


The Abenaki 

Today the Abenaki group of the greater 
Algonkin family live chiefly in the 
province of Quebec, near Pierreville and 
Bécancour. Their earlier history placed 
them in the state of Maine. Some his- 
torians, especially in the United States, 
when speaking of the French and Indian 
wars, group the related tribes of Micmac, 
Malecite, Arosaguntacook, Sokoki, | 
Penobscot and Norridgewock all under 
the name of Abenaki. The name in their 
language means the people of the dawn 
or the people of the east, from wabun, 
light or white, and a’k/, the earth. 

They first were mentioned in European 
historical annals by the Florentine navi- 
gator Giovanni de Verrazzano, in his 
search for the mythical kingdom of 
Norumbega in 1524. In 1604 Champlain 
ascended the Penobscot River and came 
to a bark-covered village of Abenaki. In 
his account he speaks of their chief as 
the “lord” of Norumbega. 

A description of their lives before the 
coming of Europeans is given by Father 
Sagard in his “Re/ation.”” They were more 
of an agricultural people than the other 
eastern tribes, growing maize in much the 
same manner as the Hurons. They knew 
about the use of fertilizer and gave longer 
life to their gardens by burying one or 
two fish in each hill. 

Their houses were built of poles 
covered with large sheets of birch bark, 
or woven mats of willow or reeds. The 
settlements were more or less permanent 
and were often surrounded by a palisade. 
The largest house in a settlement was the 
council chamber. Men had a separate 
house for their activities. 

Each band had two chiefs: one had a 
civil role and acted mainly as an advisor, 


both in domestic matters and in hunting 
and fishing expeditions. The civil chief 
decided, through a council composed of 
two members of each family in a band, 
just punishment for crimes committed 
against band members. The other chief 
was a war leader, and his council was 
composed of all the adults, including 
the women. 

The Abenaki were a religious people 
and believed in spirits of good and of evil. 
Very early after their contact with the 
French they became firm allies. When the 

Treaty of Utrecht was signed in 1713, 
and Acadia became British, the Abenaki 
fought hard to retain their lands and had 
French backing in arms and men to do so. 
They suffered severe losses in the border 
wars that followed, and most of the 
survivors moved to present-day Quebec. 

One of the outstanding heroes of the 
Abenaki was Assacumbuit, a war chief 
who rendered important aid to Iberville 
and Montigny in the reduction of an 
English post on the St. John River, in 
November 1696. He also assisted the 
French in their attempt to drive the English 
out of Newfoundland in 1704-05. He 
visited France, where he was knighted by 
Louis XIV and presented with an officer's 
sword, after stating that he had killed, 
with his own hand, 140 of the king’s 
enemies. He died in 1727. 
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The Naskapi 

The Naskapi, the most northern of the 
Algonkin people in Quebec, have 

moved to some extent in recent years 
from the hunting grounds they occupied 
when the white man first became ac- 
quainted with them. At that time they 
occupied only the central portion of 
Ungava, lying south of Hudson Strait. On 
the north and northwest their neighbours 
were the Montagnais, and to the south- 
west, the Cree. 

The Naskapi are closely related to the 
Cree and Montagnais and their language 
is understood by both, although it is 
closer to the Montagnais dialect. The 
name Naskapi was applied to them by 
the Montagnais, but their own name for 
themselves is Vaynaynots—the real 
Indians. 

In what period of history the Naskapi 
arrived in the north is not known, but 
from their own legend it is likely that they 
were driven north by the Iroquois. For 
many years they fought with the Innuit 
(the Eskimo) in an ambush-type war- 
fare, caused mainly by trespassing on 
each other's hunting grounds and in the 
search for wives. 

This warfare ended with the coming 
of the traders in the second half of the 
18th century. The goods of the trader 
were eagerly sought by the Naskapi, to 
replace his implements of bone and 
wood. In many instances the Eskimo 
people were the buffer or middlemen, 
because the traders at first visited only 
the coastal areas. On the other hand, the 
Naskapi had to pass through Eskimo 
territory to trade his goods, particularly at 


Fort Chimo, which was first established 
in 1828, and Fort George, established in 
1884. 

The total population of the Naskapi 
was never large and the number of 
children born to a women rarely ex- 
ceeded four. They were estimated at 
2,500 souls in 1858, living in indepen- 
dent migratory groups of several related 
families. 

The principal food of the Naskapi was 
the caribou. Fish, ptarmigan, ducks and 
birds’ eggs of a!l types were used, and in 
time of famine they ate anything but the 
fox. The caribou provided most of their 
necessities, including clothing, covering 
for shelters and bone for implements. 

Before the Naskapi had guns, caribou 
were hunted with snares or nooses sus- 
pended along defiles, both artificial and 
natural, through which the animals had 
to pass. When their horns or antlers 
became entangled they were easily 
killed by spears and arrows. They were 
also speared in streams and lakes from 
birch bark canoes. In winter the animals 
were panicked into snow drifts, where 
the hunters, running on rounded snow- 
shoes, slaughtered them. 

The caribou were skinned by the 
women, and the fresh hides placed in 
piles to partially decompose. This made 
the removal of hair easier for the manu- 
facture of fine leather for shirts and 
leggings. The meat was cut into thin 
strips, dried, pounded into powder, and 
stored in bags. When it was served it was 
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mixed with hot fat or marrow. Fat or 
marrow was a delicacy and all bones 
were cracked and boiled to extract it. 

An early description of a typical 
Naskapi dwelling, before the advent of 
European tools, indicated that the more 
inferior skins of the caribou were used in 
its construction. The dwelling size de- 
pended on the number of people sharing 
it, but usually it was ten to fifteen feet in 
diameter, and ten to twelve feet high at 
the apex. The floor was covered with 
fresh spruce boughs, to form a soft, 
clean carpet. 

In the centre an open space was left 
for the family fire and the occupants sat 
or slept with their feet towards it. 

The place of honour was opposite the 
door flap and was reserved for the family 
head or an important visitor. All house- 
hold articles were suspended from the 
tent poles, as were food bags, and fresh 


meat that was immediately needed. Other 


items, such as clothing, were wrapped in 
skins and used for pillows or seats. If the 
camp was fairly permanent, drying and 
storage racks were added. Sweat lodges 
were in general use. 

Though a man normally had only one 
wife, a good hunter could have as many 
as he could support. If he had more than 
one, the women were usually related, 
such as two sisters or a mother and her 
daughter. Children were carefully looked 
after and none were ever homeless. 
Physical punishment was unknown but 
children were carefully taught to obey 
and respect the wisdom of their elders. 
Old people were never abandoned, even 
when food was scarce. Burial in the 
earth was the practice; in winter when 
the ground was frozen, a huge fire would 
be built and, as the ground thawed, an 


excavation was made. Property left by 
the deceased person usually went to a 
close relative, but could also be divided 
among all the members of the hunting 
band. 

The Naskapi did not have a system of 
chiefs. Leadership in hunting always 
went, by common consent, to the best 
hunter. They did not use herbs or med- 
icines to any extent, but put their faith 
in the shaman (medicine man) for the 
curing of illnesses and the return of good 
fortune in hard times. The shaman often 
had the power of a leader because it was 
believed that he alone could drive away 
evil spirits or Commune with good spirits 
that had been offended by the breaking 
of one of numerous taboos. 

All living things, and even inanimate 
rocks, were believed by the early 
Naskapi to have spirits. The wolverine 
and the hare play an important part in 
their traditional stories, as does the Jay, 
the owl and other birds. The owl, it was 
believed, had the soul of a human being. 
if one remained around a camp, it was 
considered to be a sign that one of the 
members would soon die. To prevent 
this, anewly made garment, not pre- 
viously worn, would be hung out ona 
line to show the grim visitor that the 
community could still care for its mem- 
bers. Story telling passed the evening, 
when the rules and unwritten history of 
the families and the tribe also were 
passed on. 
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ew The Montagnais 


The Montagnais, who occupy a large 
hunting area of Quebec, extend from the 
St. Maurice River almost to the Atlantic, 
and from the St. Lawrence to the water- 
shed of Hudson Bay. They are a nomadic 
people, even today, though many at- 
tempts have been made since 1615 to 
have them come into permanent settle- 
ments. 

Champlain met them at the mouth of 
the Saguenay River in 1603, and they 
were the principal traders at Tadoussac. 
Montagnais hunters accompanied 
Champlain and a group of Hurons in an 
expedition against the Iroquois, their 
ancient enemies. They occasionally 
fought the Eskimo to the north of them, 
and sometimes the Micmac. However, it 
was the Iroquois who, for a time, drove 
them completely away from the banks of 
the St. Lawrence and from the upper 
Saguenay. 
| At the time of Confederation, when 

bistro their ranks were greatly thinned by 

| starvation and disease, their number was 
estimated at 1,000. Their way of life re- 
sembled very much the life of their 
neighbours, the Naskapi, and many early 
writers did not distinguish between them. 
The name Montagnais was given to 

them by the first explorers because their 
hunting grounds were in mountainous 
country. 

Both the Montagnais and the Naskapi, 
being migratory hunters, used the same 
type of dwelling. Their clothing also was 
similar in design. They grouped them- 
selves in small bands composed of 
relatives, and the role of their leaders was 
restricted to making decisions concern- 
ing hunting and the maintenance of 
order in their camps. 
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The Algonkin Proper 

All of the Indian people inhabiting 
Quebec and the Atlantic Provinces, with 
the exception of the Huron and 
Mohawk, belong to the Algic or Algon- 
kin family. There is no evidence in their 
known history that the Algonkin ever had 
a political union, or that, until they be- 
came involved in European wars, they 
ever fought together against a common 
enemy. 

One small group of the larger family is 
known to history simply as the Algonkin, 
and for identity, historians often call them 
the Algonkin Proper. They live today on 
seven reserves in western Quebec, with 
one reserve in Renfrew County, Ontario. 
The largest reserve is at Maniwaki, at the 
confluence of the Desert and Gatineau 
rivers. It is home to nearly 1,000 people. 


The Crees 

The Cree Indians of Quebec represent 
the easternmost expansion of the largest 
branch of Algonkins in Canada. They 
range from British Columbia eastward to 
the northern regions of Quebec, and also 
are found on the plains in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan. Many bands of the Cree 
nation were nomadic, and because they 
were not in touch with each other, vari- 
ations in dialect developed. 

The Cree people have been friendly to 
both the English and French since the 
time of their first contact with them, 
which probably occurred in 1640 in the 
James Bay region. The Crees who inhabit 
Quebec live very much like the Naskapi 
and Montagnais, the environment being 
the same for all. Their home is separated 
from the Arctic by a wide timber line. It 
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is poor in material resources and has 
barren grounds here and there. Birch 
and spruce abound, and in former times 
provided bark for homes, canoes and 
utensils, and roots for sewing and bind- 
ing. Caribou, bear, red fox, wolf, rabbit 
and other small animals provided food 
and clothing. Migrating water birds and 
fish gave seasonal variations to the Cree 
diet. 

The Cree social unit was a band com- 
posed of a few related families. When a 
young man had proved his ability as a 
hunter he could marry, but spent the first 
year of marriage with the bride’s family 
as a provider. 

The arms and utensils used before 
trade articles were imported were made 
of stone and bone. The early Cree were 
excellent carvers and made pots of soap- 
stone. Arrows, spear heads, hatchets and 
scrapers were made of flint. Bones of 
sturgeon were fashioned into fishhooks. 
Moose horns became spoons and serving 
trays. 

The skin tepee of the Cree was built 
in the same fashion as other northern 
peoples, but generally was larger, be- 
cause family units tended to contain 
more people. Council tepees could seat 
up to forty grown men. 

The social unit of the Cree Indians of 
Quebec, and their environment, have 
enabled them to keep their cultural life 
intact. 

They were drawn early into a trapping 
economy by the lure of western manu- 
factured goods. Although the fur trader 
was followed by the missionary, the 


pattern of life changed little, until edu- 
cation of the young demanded the learn- 
ing of new language skills and long 
periods away from the family. 

The seasonal pursuit of fur, fish and 
game still much determines their lives. 
Each fall, small groups of men, women 
and children travel by canoe to their 
hunting grounds, and return to more 
permanent settlements in the spring. 
Winter is a time of hard work, and 
summer a time for dancing, marriage 
feasts, trading or gathering at fish camps. 
Bush work and commercial fishing, with 
casual employment by mining com- 
panies, employ some of the population. 
In a wage economy they still prefer to 
work together, in groups of their own 
people. 


The Iroquois (The Mohawk) 
While today nearly all the lroquoian 
people live in Ontario or the United 
States, there are two major settlements 
of Mohawks in Quebec, and one of 
Hurons. 

In 1535 the explorer Jacques Cartier 
identified the agricultural people inhabit- 
ing both shores of the St. Lawrence, from 
Gaspé to present-day Montreal, as 
Iroquois. In 1603 Champlain found the 
whole region populated by Algonkins. 

The Caughnawaga reserve, consisting 
of 12,478 acres in Laprairie County near 
Montreal, is inhabited by Mohawks, des- 
cendants of the Christian Indians who 
came in 1668 from what is now Ontario 
and New York state. 

When the hostility of the pagan 
lroquois frustrated the attempts of the 
French Government to extend its trading 
territory, or to defend its Huron allies, the 
Jesuit missionairies persuaded their con- 


verts to settle in a mission village nearer 
their growing white colonies. Accord- 
ingly, they moved in 1668. The village 
was moved several times in the next few 
years, but the present site has been 
occupied continously since 1680. Title 
to the reserve was transferred from the 
Jesuits to the Indians through a judg- 
ment of the Military Council in Montreal 
on 15 April 1762, in the first civil case 
heard in Lower Canada under the British 
regime. 

The majority of the immigrants came 
from the Oneida and Mohawk tribes; and 
Mohawk, somewhat modified, became 
the language of the whole village. Their 
allegiance to the French was very strong, 
and they were an important ally in their 
wars with the English and the other 
lroquois. After the Peace of Paris in 
1763, several families left the settlement 
and moved to the Ohio valley. 

About 1755, during the French and 
Indian Wars, a group of Mohawks from 
Caughnawaga moved to Akwesasne 
(‘where the partridge drums”) further up 
the St. Lawrence. The village, named St. 
Regis, rapidly expanded, and by 1806 
included many refugee Indians from the 
United States. Their reserve was divided 
when the boundary between Canada and 
the United States was surveyed, and 
today it is partly in New York state, 
Ontario and Quebec. The size of the 
reserve in Canada was increased in 1908 
and 1913 and again in 1921. 

Another group of Indians was granted 
18,500 acres of land at Oka, Quebec, in 


is 


1851, near the site of a smali Christian 
Mohawk settlement established there in 
1720. The original Mohawk settlement 
was augmented by Nipissing and Algon- 
kin, and today most have intermarried. 

As the fur traders pushed their way 
westward from Montreal, Iroquois 
hunters and boatmen from Caughnawaga 
and St. Regis accompanied them. As 
early as 1820 a considerable number 
became incorporated with the Salish on 
the west coast, and descendants of early 
Mohawk travellers still live near Ed- 
monton. Boatmen from Quebec travelled 
up the Nile to the relief of General 
Gordon in the Sudan. They also assisted 
Wolsely in putting down the Red River 
rebellion. 


The Iroquois (The Hurons) 

The Hurons are of lroquoian stock 

and were first recorded in modern history 
by Jacques Cartier in the accounts of his 
exploration between 1534 and 1543, at 
the present sites of Montreal and Quebec 
City (Hochelaga and Stadacona). From 
samples of words collected by Cartier, 
modern language experts conclude that 
they were Huron. 

The people were locked in a relentless 
warfare with tribes living to the south of 
them. In 1603 Champlain found all their 
former dwelling places deserted. The 
Hurons, then a confederation of four 
tribes, occupied a limited territory, some- 
times identified as Huronia, around Lake 
Simcoe and south and east of Georgian 
Bay, in present-day Ontario. The bitter 
struggle of the Hurons with the rest of 
the lroquoian Confederacy continued 
until the total destruction by death or 


14 


captivity of the former, culminating in the 
years 1649-50. 

The trading of firearms by the Dutch 
at New Amsterdam was an important 
factor. A group of Hurons who wintered 
at Quebec in 1649, on learning of the 
defeat of their countrymen, did not 
return to Huronia, but took shelter at 
Beauport. They were joined by remnants 
of the western tribe, and in May 1651 
settled on the island of Orléans on lands 
offered them by Mademoiselle de 
Grandmaison. 

They built a bark-lodge village: with a 
mission within a stockade. By 1645 they 
numbered between 500 and 600 persons. 
Again their old enemies sought them out, 
and seventy-one Hurons were killed on 
the island of Orléans in 1656, including 
their priest, Father Garreau. 

For greater safety they moved nearer 
to Quebec City, and remained there until 
peace was arranged between the French 
and the Iroquois in 1666. In 1693, need- 
ing a richer land for their crops, and due 
to the lack of wood for fuel, the Hurons 
moved some ten miles from Quebec City 
and set up a village. Father Chaumonot 
built a chapel in the centre of the square 
of lodges, patterned after the Casa 
Sancta of Lorette. The village site today 
is twenty-six acres. Forty acres, about 
three miles from Lorette, were sold in 
1904, and lands in Portneuf County, 
amounting to 9,600 acres, were sold in 
1903. 
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The Coming of the Explorers 


The first recorded European voyage of 
discovery to present-day geographical 
Canada was made by John and Sebas- 
tien Cabot in 1497. Genoese seamen, 
they sailed under commission of Henry 
Vil of England. The Cabots reached the 
coast of Newfoundland and then sailed 
south and landed on Cape Breton Island. 
On their return to England they described 
the Grand Banks as ‘covered with fishes 
which are caught not only with a net but 
with buckets.’ They had opened the 
route to the greatest fishing ground in 
the world. 

The English, the Basques, Bretons and 
Portuguese came in increasing numbers 
to fish, but they also traded metal goods, 
cloth and beads with the Indians who 
came out in their canoes to meet them. 
Fishing stations were established to dry 
and salt the cod. From the fishermen, 
marvelous stories reached the merchants 
of Europe. As a result, it was thought that 
the great river that flowed into the 
Atlantic might be the route to the Orient. 

The next explorer to come was Gaspar 
Corte-Real, a Portuguese slave trader. 

He made two voyages to Greenland and 
Labrador in 1500 and 1501, seizing many 
coastal Indians as slaves on his first 
voyage, and losing his own life on the 
second. Spain and Portugal controlled 
the vast new landmass from Florida 
southward. France, England and Holland 
were also interested in finding a passage 
across the continent, but had to be con- 
tent with seeking a northern one. 

In 1524 the King of France employed 
Giovanni Verrazzano, an Italian navigator, 
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to make a search and map the coast. His 
journey took him as far south as Carolina, 
and north to the coast of Nova Scotia. 

Ten years after Verrazzano’s journey, 
Francois 1, King of France, commission- 
ed Jacques Cartier to make a journey of 
exploration to the New World. With a 
crew made up of fishermen, many of 
whom had sailed with the cod fleet, he 
passed along the Atlantic coast and into 
Chaleur Bay, trading with the Indians he 
met. When he reached Gaspé he met the 
lroquois who had come to catch mack- 
erel. It was their first contact with white 
men. 

Trading began and Cartier soon had a 
supply of fine beaver pelts, especially 
those for garments, with the soft guard 
hair exposed. Cartier and his crew visited 
the Iroquois encampment and distributed 
gifts. When they set sail for France, two 
Indians, Taignoagny and Domagaya, 
both sons of a prominent chief, were on 
board the Grande Hermine. 

In May 1535 Jacques Cartier again 
sailed for the New World. This time he 
had three ships and a large company of 
men, including the two Indians to act as 
guides and interpreters. They sailed up 
the St. Lawrence to the settlement of 
Iroquois ruled by Chief Donnacona. They 
were met with rejoicing and the two 
Indians told of their excellent treatment 
in France and the wonders of Europe. 
Later they ascended the river to Hoche- 


16 


Birch bark basket, Malecite; National Museums 
of Canada 


Tobacco pipe, Abenaki; National Museums of 
Canada 


laga, the site of present-day Montreal, 
before returning to winter at Donnacona. 
It was a difficult winter, plagued with 
illness and death. When the ice went out, 
they sailed for France. Taignoagny and 
Domagaya returned with them, as did 
Donnacona himself, and seven other 
chiefs. All were to die of European dis- 
eases before Cartier’s third voyage. 

Cartier’s third and final voyage was in 
1541. The expedition was under the 
command of Sieur de Roberval, a noble- 
man who was commissioned to found a 
permanent colony in North America. 
Cartier left St. Malo on 23 May 1541, 
leaving Roberval to follow. The Atlantic 
journey took three months, and when he 
anchored at Stadacona without his 
Indian passengers, the people became 
hostile. 

For his second winter in Canada, 
Cartier decided to build a fort about nine 
miles from Donnacona and named the 
place Cap Rouge. He planted a crop and 
laid in supplies of meat and, though 
surrounded by unfriendly people, spent 
a pleasant winter. On his return to France 
in the spring, he met Sieur de Roberval’s 
party in Newfoundland. They were dis- 
couraged after a terrible winter and 
decided to return to France. Official in- 
terest in establishing a permanent colony 
waned, and it was to be more than sixty 
years before another attempt was made by 
France. The countries of northern Europe 


continued to send men and ships for fish 
and to exploit the fur trade. 

In 1609 Henry Hudson, an Englishman 
sailing for a Dutch company, brought his 
ship, the Half Moon, up the river that 
bears his name in present-day New York 
state. He, too, was seeking a passage to 
India. He was disappointed to find the 
river grow narrow at the point where 
Albany now stands, but he did return to 
Holland with valuable furs. This excited 
the Dutch merchants, and trading ships 
arrived to set up New Amsterdam and 
compete for the fortune of a continent. 
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Colonization of Acadia (1604-1763) 


A monopoly of ten years on the fur trade 
in Canada, granted by Henri IV of France, 
was given to Pierre du Gast de Monts in 
return for effecting permanent settle- 
ments of colonists, exploration and 
searching for minerals. By selling shares 
in his trading company to rich merchants, 
including Jean de Biencourt, Sieur de 
Poutrincourt, de Monts, raised 90,000 
livres to equip two vessels. The first 
vessel left France in the spring of 1604 
and arrived on the shores of L ‘Acadie, as 
present-day Nova Scotia was called, in 
May. With the expedition was Samuel de 
Champlain as navigator, geographer and 
draughtsman. The captain of the second 
vessel, Francois Grave du Pont, was a 
partner in the enterprise. 

After some exploration of the coasts of 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick they 
decided to set up quarters on [le-Ste- 
Croix, (now Dochet Island) in the mouth 
of a river of the same name. Grave du 
Pont left his passengers and sailed up the 
St. Lawrence to trade for furs before 
returning to France for fresh supplies. 
lle-Ste-Croix at first seemed a good 
place to settle. It was at the mouth of a 
river down which the Indians could come 
to trade and, being an island, easy to 
defend. It was already July when they 
began building houses and fortifications. 
When winter came they found them- 
selves short of fuel, because most of the 
wood on the island was used for building, 
and there was a scarcity of fresh water. 
Scurvy broke out during the winter. 
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Thirty-six men died and the rest were 
greatly weakened by the sickness. 

On 15 June 1605 du Pont returned 
from France with more colonists. They 
decided to move the settlement across 
the French Bay (Bay of Fundy) where a 
fortified habitation was erected, using 
much of the material and timber from 
their winter quarters. Port Royal grew 
rapidly from the plans drawn by Samuel 
de Champlain, and soon became the 
centre of trade with the ‘‘Souriquois,”’ as 
the French called the Micmac Indians. 

In the autumn of 1605 de Monts returned 
to France, taking with him all but three 

of the survivors of the first winter and 
leaving du Pont with the forty-five 
colonists. 

Farming was started on a small scale 
and farm animals were kept at the habita- 
tion; the first ever seen by the Indians. 
Morale was high, but the amount of furs 
expected was not realized. Although de 
Monts had a monopoly on the fur trade, 
he was unable to enforce it, and ships of 
other countries, including French free- 
traders, were able to go up the St. 
Lawrence and trade without hindrance. 
Instead of a shipment of supplies, the 
vessel that came from France in the spring 
of 1607 brought news that the monopoly 
granted to de Monts was cancelled on 
orders of the King. The habitation was 
abandoned to the care of the Micmacs 
and all the colonists returned home. 

For three years the colony was un- 
occupied. But in 1610 the new King, 
Louis XIII, granted the seignory of Port 
Royal to Sieur de Poutrincourt and his 
son, Charles de Biencourt, without a 
monopoly. In the meantime, an English 
plantation had been started at Jamestown, 
Virginia. In November 1613 on order of 


the governor of Virginia, two ships and a 
longboat, under Captain Samuel Argall, 
sailed into Port Royal and destroyed It. 
It was undefended, and many of the 
colonists were away hunting when it 
was looted and burned. Poutrincourt 
returned to France, but several colonists, 
including his son, Biencourt, remained 
with the Indians as hunters and traders. 
They partially rebuilt the habitation, and 
when Biencourt died La Tour was left in 
charge of it. 

In the next one hundred and fifty years 
L’Acadie, or Acadia, moved back and 
forth between French and English con- 
trol as the struggle between the two 
powers in Europe was extended to the 
New World. In 1636 Nicolas Denys 
became French governor of the eastern 
coast. He built forts at Chedabucto (now 
Halifax) and on Cape Breton Island. He 
gained the firm allegiance of the Micmac 
and Malecite population. Trading posts 
and mission stations were erected on the 
Miramichi, the St. John and Richibucto 
rivers in New Brunswick. The first English 
trading post was established in that prov- 
ince by Sir Thomas Temple at the mouth 
of the Jemseg in 1659. 

From the beginning of the French 
presence in the Atlantic Provinces and 
Quebec, they had a trading alliance with 
the Algonkin tribes of the east and with 
the Hurons in the west. Both groups 
were traditional foes of the Five Nation 
alliance of the Iroquois, composed of 
Mohawks, Senecas, Cayugas, Oneidas 
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and Onondagas. (The Tuscaroras joined 
in 1713 and it has since been known as 
the Six Nations.) The Five Nations early 
became enemies of the French and at 
first traded with the Dutch in New York 
and then with the English. They held the 
balance of power in 1689 when France 
and England again went to war in 
Europe. When the interests of the New 
England colonists and traders clashed 
with those of their French counterparts, 
the Indian allies on both sides were 
drawn into the struggle. 

In 1687 Count Frontenac returned to 
New France as governor for the second 
time. Although he was now seventy 
years old, he was still a man of action, 
and determined to attack both the 
lroquois and the New England colonists 
to secure the relief of Montreal, Quebec 
and Acadia. Frontenac’s strategy was a 
three-pronged attack by raiding parties of 
coureurs de bois and Indians. From 
Montreal they struck at New York, and 
from Quebec at the New England settle- 
ments. From Port Royal cruisers attacked 
the ships of the English colonies. 

Massachusetts was first to launch a 
successful counterattack. An expedition 
was prepared at Boston under the com- 
mand of Sir William Phips to capture 
Port Royal. With a fleet of seven ships 
and five hundred militiamen he sailed 
into Port Royal harbour in May 1690. 
The Governor, Sieur de Meneval, and 
his garrison of only seventy men, had no 
choice but to surrender. Phips sent out 
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patrols to reduce the remaining French 
stations in Acadia before returning to 
Boston with no casualties and much 
booty. Acadia became a no-man’s-land 
between New England and New France. 

Whichever power held Acadia needed 
the support of its inhabitants, the Mic- 
mac, Malecite and Abenaki. Their alle- 
giance had been to France, and Count 
Frontenac was determined that it should 
remain so. In 1691 he appointed 
Robineau de Villebon as Governor of 
Acadia and instructed him to continue 
raids against New England. Governor de 
Villebon made his headquarters at 
Nashwaak, N.B. 

Great war parties were gathered to- 
gether and, after feasting and gifts, were 
supplied with ammunition to harass the 
English. The treaty of Ryswick, signed in 
Holland in 1697, only temporarily ended 
the war in Europe, and had less effect in 
Canada. Acadia was ceded to France and 
Newfoundland to England. 

In 1701 a new crisis arose in Europe 
and war was resumed. With it the border 
raids became more frequent and cruel in 
the New World. One expedition by two 
hundred Abenaki and Caughnawaga 
Indians, with fifty French soldiers under 
Hertel de Rouville, destroyed the settle- 
ment of Deerfield on the Connecticut 
River. Fifty-three settlers were killed in 
the attack and one hundred and eleven 
were marched to Canada as prisoners. 
The colonists retaliated and a force of 
four hundred militiamen was raised in 
Boston under Major Benjamin Church. 
Their plan for capturing all Acadia failed 
at Port Royal in 1704. After burning 
some settlements, including the Indian 
village of Chignecto, they withdrew. 
Another attack on Port Royal by New 
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Englanders under Colonel John March in 
1707 also failed. 

Port Royal remained the key to Acadia, 
and as long as it stood there would be 
no peace on the ill-defined borders 
between Acadia and New England. Peter 
Schuyler, the mayor of Albany, led a 
delegation, including four Mohawk 
chiefs, to London to petition Queen Anne 
for assistance. The Queen promised aid, 
and in July 1710 five small ships with 
four hundred marines joined 1,500 New 
England militia in Boston. In late Sep- 
tember they appeared in the harbour of 
Port Royal. Under command of Francis 
Nicholson, a veteran New England 
soldier and sometime governor, a siege 
began. The French commander, Governor 
Subercase, arranged a truce and agreed 
to surrender the post, which he was 
allowed to do with full military honours. 

It was renamed Annapolis Royal in 
honour of Queen Anne. Sporadic fighting 
continued until the Treaty of Utrecht 
brought peace in 1713. The paragraphs in 
the treaty that concerned Canada, gave 
the Hudson Bay, Acadia and Newfound- 
land to England and recognized the 
lroquois as subjects of the Crown. fle St. 
Jean (Prince Edward Island) and Ile 
Royale (Cape Breton Island) were left to 
France: neither was populated by 
Europeans at that time. 

Those Acadians who did not wish to 
live under English rule moved to the 
islands. French fishermen from 
Newfoundland continued their opera- 
tions from [le Royale. The island, 
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Situated at the Gulf of St. Lawrence, soon 
became the gateway to New France. In 
1721 the French government began 
building a fortress on it, named Louis- 
bourg, in honour of King Louis XIV. 
Construction continued for twenty five 
years and nearly the whole Acadian 
population of the island was engaged, 
2ither in its construction or in supplying 
ts needs. New Englanders began to 
nove into Acadia, now renamed Nova 
Scotia. The first French settlements on 
le St. Jean met with disaster, but from 
1728 until the relinquishing of French 
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title in 1763, settlement was regular and 
successful. The few Micmac families who 
inhabited the island were peaceful and 
were not involved in the wars. 

The Treaty of Utrecht gave no special 
consideration to the rights of the Indian 
population of the Atlantic Provinces, or in 
that region of Acadia that is now the 
state of Maine, inhabited by Abenaki and 
Passamaquoddy bands. When New 
Englanders began to move into the region 
around the Kennebec River, the Indians 
objected, and skirmishing lasted for three 
years. The Passamaquoddy were aided 
by the Abenaki, and French agents con- 
tinued to encourage the Micmac and 
Malecite to resist. The Indian war ended 
in 1725 when “Articles of Submission 
Agreement” were signed in Boston by 


four leading chiefs representing New 
England and Nova Scotia. Three years 
later Indians from the St. John River met 
at Annapolis Royal and signed the same 
agreement on behalf of the Malecite. 

In the spring of 1744 France and 
England were again at war, this time the 
War of the Austrian Succession. The 
news reached the French garrison 
at Louisbourg several days before it 
reached Boston. Governor Duquesnel of 
Louisbourg acted quickly and attacked 
the English fishing village of Canseau, 
taking eighty prisoners. With the aid of 
Micmac allies he attempted to capture 
Annapolis Royal, but its garrison of one 
hundred men fought so tenaciously that 
the seige was lifted in three weeks. In the 
meantime Governor William Shirley of 
Massachusetts raised a militia army of 
3,300 men and, with volunteers from 
three other colonies, resolved to take 
Louisbourg. They were joined by a Royal 
Navy squadron from the West Indies. 
The commander of the mighty fortress 
had word of the plans. 

The stone walls were ten feet thick 
and thirty feet high, with embrasures for 
148 cannon. It was ringed with a moat 
eighty feet wide and the entrance to the 
harbour had a secondary battery of heavy 
cannon and mortars. In spite of the for- 
midable defences, the colonial troops 
under Sir William Pepperrell captured the 
outer battery and used the French guns 
to drop 9,000 rounds into the fortress 
itself. The lucky capture of a French 
supply ship so disheartened the new 
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governor, Chevalier Duchambon, that he 
surrendered the fortress on 15 June 1745, 
marching out with full military honours. 
The New Englanders, who lost one 
quarter of their forces in the attack and 
through sickness, were bitterly dis- 
appointed when Louisbourg was handed 
back to the French government in ex- 
change for Madras in India. This came 
about when peace was restored at the 
Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748. 

The Indians of Nova Scotia, who had 
aided the French in the struggle, renewed 
the Agreement of 1725 at Halifax in 
August 1749, and the Indian leaders on 
the St. John River signed it again the 
following month. In 1752 further negoti- 
ations were carried on between represen- 
tatives of the British Crown and a number 
of Micmac Indians under the leadership 
of Jean-Baptiste Cope. The negotiations 
led to the signing of a treaty at Halifax, 
confirming the previous articles and 
adding further terms. The fishing and 
hunting rights they had always enjoyed 
were confirmed. A trading establishment 
was to be built on the Shubenacadie 
River where they could sell their goods. 
Arrangements were made for a semi- 
annual free distribution of bread, flour 
and provisions, and an annual renewal of 
friendship accompanied by the distribu- 
tion of blankets, tobacco and ammunition. 
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In return the Indians would surrender such 
lands as were needed for settlement and 
cease their attacks on the colonists who 
were being established at Lunenburg, 
Dartmouth and on the St. John River. 

In 1753 the French government sent 
out a force of 2,300 men to build a chain 
of forts in the Ohio Valley from Canada to 
Louisiana, and a wilderness war began. 
Fearing that the French might retake 
Nova Scotia from their fortress at 
Louisbourg, the Massachusetts governor, 
William Shirley, ordered John Winslow 
with a force of 2,000 volunteers to 
Acadia. The country was still inhabited by 
about 6,000 Acadian farmers who had 
lived under English rule, completely un- 
disturbed for forty years. Now, as French 
power was reasserted, they were looked 
upon as a danger. All were arrested and 
deported, and scattered throughout the 
colonies from Massachusetts to Georgia. 
The largest group finally reached 
Louisiana. Their houses and barns in 
Acadia were destroyed and the country 
left empty. 

William Pitt became England’s prime 
minister in June 1757. His first move was 
to end the war in America with a massive 
attack by land and sea. His goals were 
the three bastions dominating access to 
Canada: Fort Ticonderoga guarding the 
land route to Quebec City; Fort Du- 
quesne, the key to the Ohio country; 
and, most strategic of all, Louisbourg, 
blocking the St. Lawrence River, the 
supply line for all New France. 

Louisbourg had been greatly strength- 
ened under the command of Chevalier 
de Drucour and was garrisoned by 4,000 
soldiers and 2,600 seamen. The English 
force, under the command of Brigadier- 
General Jeffrey Amherst, gathered at 


Halifax and arrived off the Louisbourg 
coast on 2 June 1758. Held up by a 
storm, they waited six days before 
attempting the assault. Brigadier- Gener 
James Wolfe led the first body of troops 
ashore and was met by withering fire, 
losing many of his men before a beach- 
head was established. The siege lasted 
until 26 July, when the fortress sur- 
rendered, ending forever French military 
power in the Atlantic Provinces. 

Later in the year an expedition was 
sent out from Louisbourg to destroy any 
hostile Indian bands that had taken the 
French side in the recent conflict. They 
demolished only a single village and 
burned the Micmac church at Eskinwo- 
budick, on Miramichi Bay, known today 
as Burnt Church. Submission of all the 
Indians was again obtained. On 9 Jan- 
uary 1760 Roger Morris and four other 
Indian leaders appeared before the legis- 
lative council to make peace on behalf o 
a large number of Micmacs. One band 
after another came to renew the agree- 
ments of 1725, culminating in a grand 
pow-wow in the governor's garden in 
1761. In the presence of assembled dig- 
nitaries they buried the hatchet and 
solemnly washed the symbolic warpaint: 
from their bodies in token of a ‘peace — 
that never should be broken.” It never 
has been. 


The Colonization of Quebec 
(1608-1763) 


In 1603 Samuel de Champlain made a 
voyage up the St. Lawrence River in 
search of a waterway to the Orient. He 
met with Algonkin, Montagnais and 
Malecite Indians, all of whom welcomed 
him and were eager to trade. The next 
year Champlain was persuaded by Sieur 
de Monts to assist in the establishment 
of Port-Royal in Acadia. However, the 
settlement of Port-Royal did not bring in 
the quantity of furs they expected and 
the ten-year trading monopoly, granted 
by the French king, was suspended in 
1607. 

Champlain decided that the St. Law- 
rence was the key to the fur country. 
Having reached the mouth of the Sagu- 
enay at Tadoussac he left a partner there 
fo trade. He himself went on to the old 
site of Stadacona (where Cartier had 
wintered in 1535-36) to erect a habi- 
ation. The site was called Kebec by the 
ndians, meaning the place ‘‘where the 
iver narrows.’’ He began construction 
mn 3 July 1608. 

The desire for wealth was the most 
mportant reason for French settlement of 
-anada, and the source of that wealth 
vas the fur trade. Missionary work 
mong the Indians was the second 
€ason, and the third was to be self- 
ufficient in food and defence. Com- 
etition for the furs was intense, and 
-hamplain made endless journeys up the 
)ttawa and Mattawa, down the French 
iver, and into Lake Huron and Georgian 
jay, to ensure that a constant supply 
vould reach Quebec each year. Keen 
valry arose between the Iroquois and 
ve Huron for control of the trade. The 
|urons wanted the sole right to bring the 
irs of the interior to the French. The 
Oquois, on the other hand, wished to 


take the furs to the English and Dutch 

on the Atlantic coast. Unwittingly, 
Champlain was drawn into a long-stand- 
ing feud between the Iroquois and the 
Huron when he allied himself with the 
Huron and Algonkin people. In a raid on 
a Mohawk settlement on Lake Champlain 
in the spring of 1609, European firearms 
were used and the Mohawk, thrown into 
confusion, fled. They never forgave the 
French for this, and eagerly sought the 
guns the Dutch had to offer at Albany, 

to take revenge. 

A second monopoly on the Canadian 
fur trade was granted by the French 
government in 1627. Known as the 
Company of New France, or The Com- 
pany of One Hundred Associates, they 
were nearly bankrupted by the English 
seizure of Quebec in 1629. When the 
colony was restored to France four years 
later, Champlain was made governor. 
From then, until his death in 1635, he 
tried to interest the home authorities in 
building a permanent settlement in the 
New World. The French territory covered 
a large area, but there were very few 
settlers. Quebec with a population of 
two hundred was the only important 
town. 

By 1661 France had a new king, 

Louis XIV. One of his first actions was to 
withdraw the trading monopoly of the 
Company of One Hundred Associates in 
1663. New France became a Crown 
Colony. By now it had a population of 
2,500; but the English settlements on the 
Atlantic seaboard had grown to 80,000 
in the same period of time, and posed a 
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serious threat to French interests. Louis 
established the Sovereign Council of New 
France, consisting of five persons, to 
assist the governor, the intendant and a 
promised bishop in governing. Six 
hundred troops under the Marquis de 
Tracy were sent to crush the Iroquois. 
Colonists were recruited and supplied 
from the mother country until they be- 
came established. The fur trade was con- 
trolled, although the freetraders and 
coureurs de bois continued to operate in 
secret. 

To increase the population young 
women were sent out from France to 
marry, grants of money were made for 
large families, and dowries were pro- 
vided for those who could not afford 
them. The population more than doubled 
by 1666. The seigneurial system of land 
division was introduced and the land was 
cleared and settled on both sides of the 
St. Lawrence, from below Quebec up as 
far as Montreal. 

Under the careful guidance of Jean 
Talon, the first intendant, shipbuilding 
began and trade was started with the 
West Indies. The colony was on its way 
to self-sufficiency when the war between 
France and Holland began in 1672 and 
financial support was cut off. A new 
colonial philosophy was adopted. 
Colonies now were to be the suppliers 
of raw materials only, and their industries 
were not to compete with those of the 
mother country. 

The westward expansion of the French 
empire in North America, begun by the 
explorations of Champlain, was con- 
tinued by Father Marquette and Louis 
Jolliet. In 1673 they crossed Lake 
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Michigan, paddled up the Fox River, 
portaged to the Wisconsin and Missis- 
sippi, and followed it to the mouth of the 
Arkansas. The discoveries of Marquette 
and Jolliet were followed up by René- 
Robert Cavelier, generally known as La 
Salle, who had established a trading post 
at Lachine. He had settled in Canada in 
1666 when he was twenty-three years 
old, and, through his dealings with the 
Indians, learned to speak several of their 
dialects. He sold his interests on the St. 
Lawrence in 1680 and with the funds 
set Out On a voyage of exploration. 

After many misfortunes and the loss 
of his ship, the Griffon, built on the 
Niagara River, he continued by canoe. 
With a party of twenty-three Frenchmen 
and thirty-one Indians (with their wives 
and children) they reached the Missis- 
sippi, and travelled down it as far as it 
had been mapped by Jolliet. They 
reached the Gulf of Mexico in April 1682. 
La Salle erected a marker, claiming all the 
land drained by the river for France and 
naming the country Louisiana in honour 
of the King. 

The exclusive fur trading rights claimed 
by the French were challenged in 1668 
by two of their own people, Médard 
Chouart des Groseilliers and his brother- 
in-law, Pierre Radisson. Both men were 
discouraged by their treatment in the 
colony when, after they had made a 
successful overland trading expedition 
without the permission of the governor, 
their furs were seized and Groseilliers 
Nas jailed. They went to London and 
btained the financial backing of Prince 
%upert and sixteen business men for an 
*xpedition into Hudson Bay. The voyage 
vas successful, and in 1670 King Charles 
| granted a charter to the sponsors under 


the name of ‘‘The Governor and Com- 
pany of Adventurers of England Trading 
Into Hudson Bay.” They had the power 
of a government in all Rupert’s Land. 

The rulers of New France considered 
the traders of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany to be intruders and set out to de- 
stroy them. The Company of the North was 
set up in Quebec, and in 1686 a force, 
under Chevalier de Troyes and D’Iber- 
ville, captured Fort Charles and other 
posts, taking prisoner 150 Hudson’s Bay 
Company employees. The struggle for 
control of the fur trade and Indian alle- 
giance continued for twenty-seven 
years, until English title to Hudson Bay 
was secured at the Treaty of Utrecht in 
Wits. 

During the Crown Colony period the 
greatest governor of New France was 
Comte de Frontenac, who took office in 
1672. The next year, to secure control of 
the entire St. Lawrence waterway, he 
built Fort Frontenac, where the city of 
Kingston now stands. After Port-Royal in 
Acadia fell to the New England expedition 
of Sir William Phips in May 1690, a naval 
expedition was equipped to take Quebec. 
The fleet, consisting of three warships 
and twenty-nine fishing and trading 
vessels, and carrying 2,200 men, 
appeared off Tadoussac in September. It 
remained at anchor for three weeks 
before proceeding to Quebec. 

Frontenac had left Quebec manned 
by only 200 soldiers while he hurried to 
Montreal to see about a rumored threat 
from a New York overland expedition. 

He sped back to Quebec with 300 men 


when word reached him that the enemy 
fleet was in the river: arriving just as the 
New Englanders came in sight of the 
citadel. Sir William Phips sent a 
messenger to demand surrender. 
Frontenac’s reply was: “We'll answer 
your master from the mouths of our 
cannons.” 

Bitter fighting followed, and within a 
week Phips’ battered fleet weighed 
anchor and drifted down the river. One 
enemy remained, however, and that was 
famine. New France was still not self- 
sufficient in foodstuffs. New England 
ships easily blockaded the river and only 
one French supply ship in three was able 
to reach Quebec. The Mohawks became 
bolder and raided so close to the settle- 
ments that Frontenac had to protect 
workmen and farmers with soldiers. To 
teach the Mohawks a lesson, Frontenac 
ordered a raid into their own country 
under Nicolas de Mantet with one 
hundred handpicked French troops and 
several hundred militia and Caughna- 
wagas. They destroyed three Mohawk 
towns and took three hundred prisoners. 

Throughout the years of British and 
French growth and struggle in North 
America, the Indians were sought as 
allies. From the Indians’ point of view, 
their support of either side depended on 
trade advantage and the chance to settle 
old enmities. After the destruction of the 
Hurons by the Five Nations in the middle 
of the 17th century, the constant allies of 
the French were the Algonkin peoples. 
The Iroquois remained loyal to the British 
cause and were recognized as an 
independent nation. 

The fur merchants competed for 
advantage, but whether they traded in 
brandy or goods, the amount given for 
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the products of the chase and trapline by 
agents of either country was the same. 
The criterion of value was the beaver 
skin. In 1670 a beaver skin was worth a 
fathom of tobacco, or a fourth of a pound 
of gunpowder, six small knives or a 
portion of blue beads. All other furs were 
valued in relation to the beaver pelt. Great 
feasts and pow-wows were held to 
impress the Indians. Displays of military 
might and the giving of presents or 
medals also were used. In every major 
battle in the wilderness wars, Indians 
were to be found in both armies. 

At the height of her empire in North 
America, France's territory extended from 
Hudson Bay to the Gulf of Mexico, but 
the heart was in Quebec. With less and 
less help from the mother country and a 
limited population to draw on, it was 
necessary for Frontenac to depend 
heavily on his Indian allies. The attacks 
he mounted against the English colonies, 
instead of demoralizing them and 
stopping them from assisting the 
Iroquois, had the opposite effect. The 
English colonies had a growing popula- 
tion; doubling every twenty-five years. 
They were self-sufficient and did not have 
to look to England for support. The 
struggle, that in reality began in Europe, 
and continued in North America from 
the founding of Port-Royal in Acadia and 
the Jamestown settlement in Virginia, 
was to end with the fall of Montreal in 
September 1760. France, as a military 
power in North America, was crushed, 
and her Indian allies, one by one, 
accepted British rule, by agreement and 
treaty. 
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Administration in the Atlantic 
Provinces 


1763 to 1867 : The Treaty of Paris to 
Confederation 

With the signing of the Treaty of Paris in 
1763, lle St. Jean (Prince Edward 

Island) and Ile Royale (Cape Breton) 
were ceded to Britain. These were added 
to the administration developed in Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick since the 
Treaty of Utrecht in 1713. Prince 

Edward Island had an Indian population 
estimated at 150, who had taken no part 
in the wars. They were Micmacs, but had 
not signed the “Articles of Submission 
and Agreement” of 1725, neither had 
their compatriots on Cape Breton Island. 
There was now no need for separate 
negotiation, for a Proclamation of King 
George III confirmed hunting rights and 
the protection of the Crown for ail Indians 
in the former French possessions. 

With the outbreak of the American 
Revolutionary War, serious attempts 
were made by the rebels to gain the help 
and affection of the Micmac and Male- 
cite with gifts and promises. The 
Honourable Michael Francklin was ap- 
D0inted Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 
and his main task was to maintain the 
oyalty of the Indians to the British cause. 
Representatives of the tribes were in- 
/ited to Fort Howe, where a great council 
vas held amid feasting and the giving of 
resents and medals. On 24 September 
778 a treaty was solemnly signed and 
he Indians all took oaths of allegiance. 
‘hey gave gifts in return, both their own 


and those received from George Wash- 
ington’s agents. 

With the influx of United Empire 
Loyalists during and after the American 
Revolution, Indian land rights in the 
Maritimes again were threatened. In 
1773 the Executive Council of Nova 
Scotia issued a proclamation forbidding 
private persons to deal with or obtain 
lands from the original inhabitants. This 
was the beginning of the reserve and 
trust system that developed in the 
Atlantic Provinces. 

Throughout the first half of the 19th 
century more and more of the Micmac 
and Malecite people began to settle on 
the reserves. At the same time there were 
many complaints of encroachment, due 
in part to incomplete surveys and 
boundaries that were ill-defined. In 1852 
the Nova Scotia government enacted 
legislation for the purpose of taking title 
to all lands reserved for the exclusive use 
of Indians and to hold it in trust for them. 
As the reserves became more developed 
and houses were built by individual 
families, the holding of land in common 
by a band became difficult. In 1864 the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands was 
authorized to apportion reserve lands to 
individual families. The sale of certain 
lands was authorized if the band desired 
it, the money going into a trust for the 
exclusive benefit of the band. 

The government of New Brunswick 
began allocating reserves, usually 
traditional camping grounds, in 1851. 
The sale of titles to Indian lands, which 
were held in trust by the governor-in- 
council, was authorized in 1854. At the 
same time authority was given for 
assigning plots on the reserves to in- 
dividual Indian families. The plots were 


to consist of not less than five nor more 
than fifty acres. If a family occupied a 
plot for ten years and made certain 
improvements to it, clear title was 
awarded. The scheme was intended to 
make families self-supporting, as the 
traditional ways of earning a living dis- 
appeared. In the next few years fifteen 
reserves were set aside in the province. 
The largest is at Burnt Church, with over 
ten thousand acres of land. 

The first recognized reserve in Prince 
Edward Island consisted of 204 acres on 
the Morell River, granted by a private 
owner to eight Indian families. Several 
years later the title was passed in trust 
to the Indian Commissioners. Lennox 
Island, situated at the northwest extremity 
of Malpeque Bay, and consisting of 
2,415 acres, originally was owned by the 
Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection 
Society as a reserve. Title passed from 
them to the Crown in trust before 
Confederation. Following the admission 
of Prince Edward Island to Confederation 
in 1873, the administration of reserves in 
the island province passed to the 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs at the 
Secretary of State’s office in Ottawa. 


1867-1914: Confederation to the 
First World War 

In 1870 seven administrative districts for 
the supervision of Indians were estab- 
lished in Nova Scotia, with a resident 
agent in each. There were twenty-four 
reserves. New Brunswick was divided 
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into two administrative districts. The 
Northern District was mainly Micmac and 
the Southern District, Malecite. 

Agriculture was very slow to replace 
the traditional hunting society the Indians 
had always known, though most Indian 
families kept a garden. Handicrafts, boat- 
building and guiding became a way of 
life. Some commercial fishing was 
carried on, but generally the catch was 
only sufficient for local use. Indian men 
provided a large amount of the casual 
farm labour, especially in the potato and 
berry picking seasons. 


1914-1971 : First World War to 
Present 


Nova Scotia 

During the First World War, every eligible 
man of the Micmacs of Sydney enlisted. 
Their example was followed by the entire 
Indian population of the Atlantic 
Provinces. Those who were too young 

or too old found employment in the 
greatly expanded labour market. They 
worked in the coal mines, steelworks and 
munition factories, as well as on the farm 
front. 

Occupations remained more varied 
after the First World War. Many ex- 
servicemen acquired farms which they 
worked in summer, and in winter worked 
in the woods. By 1930 most of the 
Indians had their own frame houses, and 
in addition to their gardens, raised a few 
head of livestock for home use. 

During the Second World War there 
was no lack of recruits from the Indian 
population. They served with distinction 
in all three services. The Micmacs were 
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honoured in 1943 when a new destroyer 
was named after their tribe. 

During the war a centralization policy 
was initiated in Nova Scotia, its goal 
being the economic self-sufficiency of 

_ their communities. Land was purchased 
to increase the size of the Eskasoni and 
Shubenacadie reserves. Sawmills were 
established and the manufacture of lum- 
ber and shingles, using Indian labour, 
was begun. The products of the mills 
were earmarked for Indian housing. By 
the end of the war sixty houses had been 
built and families on the other twenty 
small reserves in the province were en- 
couraged and assisted to move. Revolv- 
ing loan funds were set up to encourage 
home industry. A handicraft shop opened 
at Truro, clothing was manufactured on 

contract, and a very important departure 

in merchandising took place. Each 

‘reserve had its own grocery store, 
managed and staffed by local people. 

In 1957 the Extension Department of 

‘St. Francis Xavier University, with 

financial assistance from the Department 
of Indian Affairs, embarked on an exten- 
sive program of community and co- 

Operative management. In 1958 eight of 

the eleven Micmac bands in the province 
took control of their own affairs, includ- 
ing the management of band funds. 
House building and home ownership 
are encouraged by low-interest loans. 

Water, sewer and electric power projects 

are modernizing the Indian communities 
and making conditions comparable to 
those in the surrounding white 
communities. 


New Brunswick 

As in Nova Scotia, the Micmac and 
Malecite of New Brunswick flocked to 
enlist during the First World War. Those 
who remained at home contributed to the 
war economy, mostly in fishing and 
lumbering. The Great Depression which 
followed the war was particularly severe, 
because there was little demand for forest 
products. In addition, the price of furs 
dropped and there was a general scarcity 
of fur-bearing animals. Relief and make- 
work programs helped, but generally the 
suffering was great and the housing 
dismal. 

The Second World War alleviated their 
condition somewhat. Many Indian men 
and women joined up and with the 
allowances paid to families of servicemen 
conditions on the reserves improved. 

Upon the return of the servicemen in 
1946 the Kingsclear Reserve was en- 
larged by the purchase of an adjoining 
farm. With farming experience it was 
possible for many Indians to take advan- 
tage of the Veterans Land Act. Fourteen 
new houses were built under these 
grants. A saw mill and a herd of goats 
were owned communally. 

Electric power, water works and 
sewage systems were installed at Tobique 
in 1959 and other reserves have followed 
their example. Employment continues to 
be seasonal, except for administrative 
jobs on the reserves, which are largely 
self-governed. In the spring they harvest 
and plant potatoes, both in New 
Brunswick and Maine. The spring smelt 
and herring runs and the picking of 
fiddlehead ferns provide a few weeks 
work. Cranberry and blueberry picking 
come in the summer; poiato picking in 


the autumn; and work in the lumber 
camps during winter rounds out the year. 


Prince Edward Island 

The majority of the Prince Edward Island 
Indians live on Lennox Island. The 
population of less than 150 in 1763 has 
not increased as rapidly as it has for other 
groups. This is due in part to migration 
and to heavy losses in the First World 
War, when half the adult male populaton 
Was at the front. 

In addition to gardening and fishing, 
basket making has always been a prime 
industry for Lennox Island Indians. Raw 
material became depleted, however, and 
it was necessary to plant willows on a 
portion of the reserve in 1942. 

After the Second World War, nine of 
the twenty-seven veterans qualified for 
Veterans Land Act grants and built new 
modern homes on the reserve. 

As in New Brunswick, work is 
seasonal. It includes lobster and oyster 
fishing, and the potato harvest. Many of 
the migrant farm workers of the province 
are from Lennox Island. 
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Administration in Quebec 


1763 to 1867 

Article 40 of the terms for the Capitula- 
tion of Montreal reads: ‘The Indian Allies 
of His Most Christian Majesty shall be 
maintained in the lands they inhabit, if 
they choose to reside there; they shall not 
be molested on any pretence whatsoever, 
for having carried arms and served His 
Most Christian Majesty; they shall have, 
as well as the French, liberty of religion, 
and shall keep their missionaries.” 

During the French regime many of the 
Quebec Indians had become Christian 
and had settled on tracts of lands granted 
by the government, the Church, or 
private persons. Even before the signing 
of the Peace of Paris and the Royal 
Proclamation of 1763, the population of 
the long-established settlements in- 
dicated their desire to remain on them 
and maintain their institutions. Thus the 
Mohawks of Caughnawaga and St. 
Regis, the Algonkins and Iroquois at Lake 
of Two Mountains, the Abenakis of St. 
Francis and Bécancour, and the Hurons 
of Lorette, kept their reserves under the 
supervision of the Indian Department. 

The British government, both in the 
New England states and in Acadia, had 
adopted the customs of distributing 
presents and food to the Indians. They 
continued this policy in Quebec to 
secure the goodwill of the King’s new 
subjects. 

The first Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs in Quebec was Sir William 
Johnson, who was appointed to that 
position in the American colonies in 1755 
by King George II. Born in Ireland, he 
came to America as a young man to 
manage his uncle’s property in the 
Mohawk Valley of New York. In 1738 he 
opened a small trading post on the 
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Mohawk River and treated the Indians so 
fairly that he won their admiration and 
trust. He was adopted by the Iroquois 
and given the name Warraghiyagey — 
“He-who-does-much”’. His wife was 
Indian and he spoke Algonkian fluently. 

His method of dealing with Indian 
problems influenced the department for 
nearly one hundred years. His ready- 
made policies were extended to Quebec, 
which he created as a “Northern 
District’ and appointed a deputy to carry 
out his directions. 

When Sir William Johnson died he 
was succeeded by Colonel Guy Johnson, 
his son-in-law, in 1774. During the 
important period of the American Revolu- 
tion, he succeeded in preventing any 
large-scale movement of the Indians to 
the side of the rebels. He was suspended 
from the position of Superintendent in 
1782 and was succeeded by Sir John 
Johnson, a son of Sir William, as 
Superintendent General and Inspector 
General. With a change of administration, 
the position was abolished in 1828, and 
Major Darling was appointed as Chief 
Superintendent for Canada, with his 
office in Montreal. 

Administration of Indian affairs in 
Canada remained under military auspices 
until 1830 when Sir George Murray, 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
placed them in the hands of the civil 
authorities, with separate administrations 
for Upper and Lower Canada: a situation 
which continued until 1860 when the 
Commissioner for Crown Lands acted as 


Abenaki girl with a grass basket; National 
Museums of Canada 


administrator. In 1867 all responsibility 
passed to the federal government. 
The fur trade, which had been dis- 

rupted by the conflict between British 
and French interest, was resumed from 
Montreal. Many of the traders came from 
the American colonies, and had a ready 
supply of trade goods. Experienced 
French and Indian canoemen were 
looking for work. Their canoe brigades 
set out from Montreal on trading journeys 
throughout the northwest. The traders, 
organized as the North West Company 

in 1779, were in competition with the 
Hudson's Bay Company for the fortune in 
furs that lay along a 3,000-mile route. 
The clashes led to bloodshed until a 
union was etfected between them in 
ms21. 

White settlement in Quebec began 
almost immediately after the surrender of 
Montreal, when disbanded troops from 
both the French and British armies were 
given grants of land. After 1791 United 

Empire Loyalists settled in the Eastern 
Townships, and with the advent of inten- 
sive agriculture, logging and industry, 
game became scarce. The only Indians 
not affected by change in the economy 
were those in the northern regions of the 
province. 
The Micmac and Malecite people who 
were being displaced by settlement were 
gathered into reserves. The Micmacs 
settled at Mission Point Village on the 
north side of the Restigouche River and 
at New Richmond on the north side of 
Chaleur Bay. They were employed as 


axemen, raftsmen and labourers in the 
timber industry. The Malecites, about 
thirty families in all, were granted a 
reserve of one hundred acres to a family 
on the River Verte. They were given seed 
and machinery, with an instructor to 
teach them the art of farming. 

In August 1851 the provincial legis- 
lature authorized the setting apart of re- 
serves for the use of certain Indian bands 
who were still nomadic. The Algonkin 
reserve at Maniwaki, the Tétes de Boule 
reserve on the St. Maurice River, and the 
Montagnais reserve at Pointe Bleue on 
Lake St. John, were formed as a result 
of this legislation. 

The management of the new reserves 
was placed in the hands of Indian 
agents. Each band member might choose 
within the reserve any piece of land not 
already held by another for use by his 
family. He also had the right to will it to 
anyone he chose, providing that person 
was a band member. 


1867-1914: Confederation to the 
First World War 
At the time of Confederation it was 
impossible for Indians in the more settled 
regions of the province to live off the 
land. It was the building of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway that gave the men of 
Caughnawaga and St. Regis new hope. 
They were found to be especially adapt- 
able to ‘high steel’’ work when the 
bridge was built from Lachine to 
Caughnawaga; and there were many 
such bridges to be built. After the rail- 
road, came the building of skyscrapers in 
New York City and Montreal. 

The story of the Quebec Indians in the 
First World War is one of renown: a great 
many enlisted and several became 


officers. They were excellent marksmen 
and distinguished themselves as snipers. 
In front line communications Indians 
were sometimes employed as signalmen, 
especially if they could communicate in 
their own language. 


1914-1971 : First World War to 
Present 

The Depression years were very difficult 
for the Indians of Quebec. Except for the 
steelworkers, handicrafts and relief proj- 
ects provided the only income for many 
families. In the northern regions very little 
cash was in circulation, but a living could 
at least be made by bartering furs for 
supplies, while fish and game provided 
food for nomadic families. 

In the Second World War more than 
three hundred Indians enlisted in the 
armed forces. Production of baskets, 
weaving, carving and other handicrafts 
declined as many men and women went 
into the war plants in Montreal and other 
cities. Fishing and other food production 
was encouraged. 

With the war's end, a housing program 
was begun. On the older reserves the 
houses were of good construction but 
needed modernizing. In the more isolated 
regions, most housing was of the shack 
variety and people lived in tents during 
the summer. At some locations the people 
manufactured their own lumber. Sawmills 
were established at Restigouche, Manuan 
and other reserves. 

In 1947 a program to encourage the 
expansion of farming was organized on 
those reserves that had arable land; tn- 
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cluding St. Regis, Oka, Maniwaki, Pointe 
Bleue, Restigouche, Timiskaming, Pierre- 
ville and Caughnawaga. With federal 
assistance farm machinery was purchased 
in common by the bands. 

In 1950 Montagnais people were en- 
couraged to take employment with the 
new mining industry established in the 
Seven Islands area. Many Naskapi were 
moved from Fort Chimo and other north- 
ern areas to Schefferville, where an in- 
tegrated housing scheme was started. 
New housing at Seven Islands gave work 
to Indian tradesmen, and the women 
carried on a successful handicrafts in- 
dustry using seal skin. 

The Natashquan and Romaine re- 
serves were purchased from the Quebec 
government in 1953 and the people of 
Lorette invested band funds to buy an 
addition to their reserve. In 1955 the 
Abitibi Indians purchased a reserve with 
their own funds: mining activity offered 
them work close by. 

The nearly 2,000 Cree Indians of 
Quebec in the Mistassini, Waswanipi and 
Nemaska areas live in some ten com- 
munities and settlements. They are be- 
tween four hundred and eight hundred 
miles north of Montreal, have little con- 
tact with industry, and are able to live 
very much in the old way; however, the 
attraction of cash income and education 
has also reached them, and many, 
especially groups, are employed in timber 
cutting and mineral surveys. Fishing co- 
operatives, with advanced techniques for 
storing and shipping sturgeon and 
pickerel, have given seasonal work to 
many of the Cree. 
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Conservation 

Indians were natural conservationists, 
taking care that they did not endanger the 
supply of fish, game and birds upon 
which their lives depended. Each tribe 
possessed a hunting region within which 
family groups had their own defined areas. 

With the coming of the fur trade and 
the gun all this began to change, al- 
though hunting areas still were recog- 
nized. The first known report of concern 
appears in the Jesuit Re/ation for 1635 
when the writer, speaking of the Saguenay 
region, where the first permanent trading 
post was erected, says of the beaver: 
‘when the savages find a lodge of 
them they kill all, great and small, male 
and female. There is a danger they will 
exterminate the species in this region, as 
has happened among the Hurons, who 
have not a single beaver, going 
elsewhere to buy the skins they bring to 
the storehouse of these gentlemen.” 

The fur trader, in his unrelenting quest 
for furs, and sometimes through his debt 
system, forced the Indian to abandon his 
concept of conservation. Settlement and 
cultivation pushed the hunting grounds 
further north. The freetrader and roving 
trapper, with no interest in the future fur- 
bearing population, took everything he 
could shoot or trap. 

A pioneer in modern beaver conserva- 
tion was J. S. C. Watt, an employee of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company at Rupert 
House in the James Bay area. Having 
witnessed the gradual depletion of the 
beaver, he purchased from the Indians 
the last two beaver lodges in the area. In 
the 1920's he negotiated a fifteen-year 
lease of a 7,000 square-mile territory 
from the Quebec government. The area 
was closed to trappers until such a time 


as the beaver population increased to its 
former number. The Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany pursued Mr. Watt's policy until 
1961, when responsibility was turned 
over to the provincial government. 

In 1928 the Quebec government set 
aside an area of 6,300 square miles 
known as the Grand Lake-Victoria Indian 
Hunting Preserve, and a further 4,000 
square miles in the Abitibi region. By 
1962 they had twelve preserves for con- 
trolled trapping of the beaver, covering 
an area of 323,000 square miles. 

The conservation program in Quebec — 
consists of determining the band areas 
and dividing each into family sub- 
divisions. The family head is responsible — 
for taking only mature, prime pelts and 
for keeping an estimate of the beave 
population. The program has notonly | 
saved the beaver from extinction but has 
increased the earnings of the Indian 
trapper in the northern regions. An 
example is the Nottaway Preserve. In 
1938 the cash income for the region wag 
$17,850: seven years later it was $447, 30( 


Early Missionaries 


Part 1— Roman Catholic 

The first missionary work in Canada com- 
menced with the establishment of 
Acadia, and for the next 150 years was 
almost entirely sponsored by the Roman 
Catholic church. Sieur de Monts had 
with him a Huguenot minister and a 
Catholic priest in 1604. The Protestant 
minister died during the difficult winter 
of 1605-06, and the priest returned to 
France when the colony was temporarily 
abandoned in 1607. It was re-established 
in 1610 and the French were welcomed 
back by the Indians. Abbé Fléche, the 
oriest who came with the second settle- 
ment, despite his limited knowledge of 
Indian languages, managed to com- 
municate with the aging sagamore, 
Membertou, a remarkable man who had 
already learned passable French. He was 
converted with his whole family on 

24 June 1610—the first Indians to 
secome Christian in Canada. 

King Henry IV approached Father 
Coton, Provincial of the Jesuit Order in 
France, to provide missionaries to the in- 
Jabitants of Acadia. Fathers Pierre Biard 
and Enemond Massé were chosen. The 
Viarquise de Guercheville became patron- 
2ss of the venture and raised money 
‘or their transportation and support. The 
‘wo missionaries and a lay brother, 
silbert du Thé, sailed from Dieppe and 
anded at Port-Royal to learn Micmac 
rom a young Indian. Father Massé lived 
n the lodge of Louis Membertou, a son 
of the sagamore. 

The two priests made many converts 
n the vicinity, but wished to go further 
ifield. Gilbert du Thé returned to France 
or assistance and received it. Their 
yatroness received some money from the 
yueen and the court, but pledged her 
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own estate to send out a ship under the 
command of a courtier named Saussaye. 
The vessel arrived at Port-Royal in 
March 1613 and, in addition to Brother 
Gilbert, brought two more Jesuits, 
fathers Quentin and Lalemant. A group 
of colonists, under the command of 
Lieutenant La Mottée le Vilin, accom- 
panied them. At Port-Royal fathers 
Biard and Massé went aboard and sailed 
for Mount Dessert Island, at the mouth 
of the Penobscot River. 

Their dream of establishing a religious 
colony on the island was short-lived. 
While still living aboard the ship and 
building a small fort ashore, they were 
surprised by a fleet of ten vessels under 
the command of Captain Samuel Argall 
of Virginia. After the first volley the 
French had no choice but to surrender 
both the vessel and the partially built 
fort. The colonists were freed to make 
their way back to Port-Royal as best they 
might, but the four priests were taken 
prisoner, to be returned to France. Brother 
Gilbert du Thé was mortally wounded 
and was buried on the island. 

The governor of Virginia, Sir Thomas 
Dale, on learning the extent of the settle- 
ment at Port-Royal, sent Captain Argall 
out with two vessels to destroy it. After 
carrying out this task, the ship with the 
Jesuit prisoners aboard was driven off 
course by a storm and finally put in at 
the Azores. Father Biard made his way to 
France, never to return again to the New 
World: but Father Massé returned in 
1625. From Quebec he laboured among 
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the Montagnais and wandering Algon- 
kins until the capture of the settlement 

by the English in 1629 when he once 
more became a prisoner. He was released 
in France and, with the restoration of 
Quebec, made his way back to Canada 

in 1633. He died in Quebec City in 1646. 

Missionary work was begun at 
Tadoussac by the Recollet Fathers, who 
accompanied Champlain in 1615. At 
Tadoussac they became acquainted with 
the Wendats, an Iroquoian people who 
came down the St. Lawrence to trade. 
The French called them Huron, as they 
so remain in history. A trading and agri- 
cultural people, the Hurons soon formed 
an alliance with the French who agreed 
to send traders to them. Father Joseph 
Le Caron prepared to visit the Huron 
country to the west. With Champlain and 
twelve traders he went west in the fall 
of 1615 to what is now Ontario. 

In 1619 mission work was resumed 
among the Micmac and Malecite in Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, and lower 
Quebec by the Recollet Fathers. Their 
chief station was on the St. John River. 
Under the direction of Father Chrestien 
Le Clercg, who was stationed at Gaspé, 
a writing system using hieroglyphics 
was devised for the Micmac and a simple 
dictionary of the language was compiled. 
The Recollets continued their work until 
the taking of Louisbourg in 1745, when 
the missionaries were deported. Except 
in secret, no Catholic missionary work 
was resumed until after peace was made 
in 1760. 

The work that was begun in 1615 
among the roving bands of Montagnais 
and Algonkins was extended in 1636 to 
the Eskimos of Labrador. Missions were 
set up at Gaspé for Montagnais and 


Micmac, and at Trois Rivieres for 
Montagnais and Algonkin. 

Noél Brulart de Sillery, after a brilliant 
career in the court of Louis XI1, became 
a Jesuit priest in 1631. He made a grant 
of his lands to the order, and the mission 
of St. Josephs was established at Sillery 
in 1637. Many Montagnais and Algonkin 
converts to Christianity settled on the 
lands around the mission and turned to 
farming. It soon became an important 
centre, boasting a school and a hospital. 
An early convert, Charles Meiaskwat, 
became a lay catechist, and it was 
through his efforts that missionaries . 
were sent to the Abenaki on the Kennebec 

In 1642 a band of Abenakis who had — 
been taken prisoner were rescued by | 
Meiaskwat from their captors who took — 
them to the hospital at Sillery. They were 
impressed with the treatment given them 
and when their wounds were healed, 
Meiaskwat accompanied them back to | 
their own country. He preached the | 
gospel to them so effectively that the | 
tribe asked for missionaries. When peac@ 
was made with the Iroquois in 1646 . 
Father Gabriel Druilletes was sentto 
them. Many were baptised and inthe — 
later New England wars the Abenaki fled 
to Quebec, taking refuge in mission | 
settlements where their descendants still 
live today. | 

An important religious establishment 
was founded on the Island of Montreal 
in 1676 by the Sulpician Fathers, on lan¢ 
granted them by the royal government. 
A village of bark cabins, arranged in a 
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regular pattern, was built and a chapel 
erected at the expense of a layman, 
Francois de Belmont. One hundred and 
sixty Indians, mostly of Huron descent, 
gathered there. A school for boys with 
twenty-three pupils was started in 1679 
by M. de Belmont. Sister Marguerite 
Bourgeoys, founder of the Congrégation 
de Notre Dame, sent two members of her 
order to begin a school for girls. All were 
taught to read and write. The boys were 
taught simple trades and the use of tools. 
The government, which took a serious 
interest in the schools, sent women to 
teach the girls to spin and knit. It was 
from this school that an Onondaga girl, 
Mary Barbara Attontinon, became the 
first Indian professed religious, and Mary 
Theresa Gannensagowas, granddaughter 
of a Huron convert, the first Indian 
school teacher. 

The mission continued its good work 
until 1704 when it was moved, first to 
Sault-au-Recollet, and again in 1720 to 
Lake of Two Mountains, where the 
Iroquois were joined by Algonkins and 
others from the Ile-aux-Tourtres. 

New France was created as the 
Diocese of Quebec in 1674 and its first 
bishop was Francois Laval. His fourteen 
years as bishop were marked by stormy 
clashes with local government over the 
trading of brandy to the Indians for their 
furs. He founded a seminary for the 
training of both French and Indian youth 
and sent several Hurons to France for 
further education. He conferred the 
sacrament of confirmation, for the first 
time in Canada, at Laprairie on 26 May 
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1675, confirming one hundred Hurons 
and Iroquois that day. 

The first mission to the Hudson Bay 
Indians of north-western Quebec was in 
1670—72, when the Jesuit Charles 
Albanel accompanied Sieur St-Simon 
up the Saguenay from Tadoussac. 

Ten months later, after crossing the 
divide, they reached the wandering 
Maskegon, called Swampy Crees by the 
traders, on James Bay. Father Albanel 
spent several months preaching and 
baptising among them. 

After 1763 the number of missions 
run by Roman Catholic orders declined. 
For example, in 1784 only Caughnawaga 
and Lorette had full-time resident priests. 
The Abenakis on the St. Francis River 
and the Iroquois at St. Regis were served 
by the nearest parish priest. 

In 1836 the Bishop of Montreal 
directed fathers Brunet and Cannon to 
visit the upper Ottawa River. The same 
year fathers Bellefeuille and Dupuis 
visited the Lake Timiskaming area. These 
visits became annual events until 1845, 
when mission posts of the Order of Mary 
Immaculate were set up. In 1847 the 
Diocese of Bytown was established and 
the care of Western Quebec missions 
passed to it. Father Joseph Bruno 
Guigues, OMI, was appointed first 
bishop of the new Diocese. Bishop 
Guigues founded the mission at 
Maniwaki in 1851. 

Forty years after Confederation the 
Catholic Indians of Quebec and the 
Atlantic Provinces numbered over 
20,000. 
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Early Missionaries 


Part 2—Protestant 
Nova Scotia, after having been occupied 
by the English and French alternately for 
-more than a century, was finally ceded to 
Great Britain in 1713, at the close of the 
War of the Spanish Succession. Little had 
been done about Church of England mis- 
sionary work in the area until large-scale 
settlement was begun in the middle of the 
‘same century. In April 1749 the Board of 
Trade and Plantations requested the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
in Foreign Parts to supply ministers of the 
Gospel to the new province, which had 
been divided into six counties. Each 
county would allot four hundred acres of 
land to a resident minister for his use, and 
two hundred acres for a school and 
schoolmaster. Ministers with a knowl- 
edge of French were sought because the 
entire population of the province outside 
of Annapolis Royal comprised Indians 
and some 20,000 Acadians. The first 
missionary appointed was Rev. William 
Tutty, who went to the principal settle- 
ment of Chedabucto, now Halifax. There, 
he built the first church St. Paul’s in 1750. 
Reverend Tutty was assisted early in 
his career by M. Moreau, a Frenchman 
who was received into the communion 
of the Church of England. He was ap- 
pointed to minister to the Acadians in 
their own tongue, and to the Indians in 
the settlements surrounding the Halifax 
colony. By 1752 German settlers began 
to arrive, and because many of them were 
of the Confession of Augsburg, they 
joined the Church of England. The next 
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year M. Moreau accompanied them to 
Lunenburg and remained with them, 
preaching in French, German and English. 
Until his death in 1770 he extended his 
labours, whenever possible, to the Indian 
people, baptising many of their children. 

Reverend Tutty died after four years of 
labour and was succeeded by Reverend 
Thomas Wood, who had been a mission- 
ary in New Jersey. During the final illness 
of Father Maillard, Reverend Wood at- 
tended him carefully for several weeks. 

It was at this time that Abbé Maillard 
gave him his lifetime studies of the Mic- 
mac language. The following year Rever- 
end Wood was sent to the army garrison 
at Annapolis. With the help of the manu- 
scripts given him by his late friend, he 
immediately applied himself to a serious 
study of the Micmac language. 

In 1776 he sent the manuscript to 
England for printing, with a Micmac 
translation of many of the prayers. In 
1769 he made a long missionary tour 
among the settlements on the St. John 
River. On his arrival at Okpaak, the most 
distant Indian settlement, he was re- 
ceived by the chief with a great deal of 
ceremony. He addressed the Indians for 
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several days in the Micmac language 
which was, he observed, “understood 
by the three tribes of the province, the 
Micmacs, the Marashites, and the 
Carribous.” 

In Quebec, Doctor John Ogilvie, chap- 
lain to the troops and Mohawk allies 
under command of General Jeffrey 
Amherst at the surrender of Montreal in 
1760, held the first Church of England 
services there. Many of the Mohawk 
Indians were of that denomination 
because of the efforts of missionaries In 
New York State, dating from about 1700. 

In 1849 the vast Anglican diocese of 
Rupert's Land was created and within its 
bounds was all of northwestern Quebec. 
Bishop Anderson, the first to head the 
diocese, made tireless journeys as far as 
Rupert House and Fort George. He was 
succeeded by Bishop Machrey, who was 
in turn followed by the Reverend John 
Horden, a priest of the Anglican Church 
Mission Society at Moose Factory. His 
translations of the book of common 
prayer and Four Gospels in Cree were 
printed in 1859, and his Complete New 
Testament in 1874. 

The Moravian Brethren, after years of 
successful missionary work in Greenland, 
were encouraged by the British Govern- 
ment to go to the Eskimos of Labrador 
in 1771. By 1900 about 1,200 of the 
estimated 1,500 migrant Eskimos be- 
longed to their church. 

Rev. E. J. Peck, an Anglican minister 
with the Eskimos on the east coast of 
Hudson Bay, was placed in charge of the 


work at Great Whale River. In 1884 he 
began regular journeys to Fort Chimo. 

The Canada Education and Home 
Missionary Society was formed in 1827 
by Presbyterians, Baptists and Con- 
gregationalists. One of their members, 
Rev. Silas T. Rand, though educated a 
Baptist, became an independent evange 
list to the Micmacs of Nova Scotia. He 
worked with them as friend and teacher 
until his death in 1889. A student of thei 
language and customs, he prepared a 
textbook for them—A First Reading Boo. 
in the Micmac Language—in 1875, and | 
compiled a comprehensive dictionary 
still in use today. A collection of myths 
and legends made during his lifetime we 
published in 1894. 

Three Methodist missionaries began | 
work among the Indians of Quebec as | 
early as 1824. The most famous of them 
was Reverend P. P. Osunkirhine, an 
Abenaki who preached among his own . 
people on the St. Francis River for some 
years, making many converts. 
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Highlights in the History of 
Indian Education in Quebec 
and the Atlantic Provinces. 


In the early years of Canada very little 
attention was paid to formal education. 
It was a pioneer society where among 
the whitemen the skills of survival were 
more in demand than the arts. Tradi- 
tionally, the Indian was schooled in all 
the arts of living by the example of 
parents and elders. 

In Quebec the earliest attempt at 
educating the Indian population was the 
establishment of a mission school at 
Lorette among the Huron refugees from 
Georgian Bay. The school was supported 
by the colonial government, especially in 
the teaching of domestic arts and trades. 
From twenty to forty pupils irregularly 
attended the school, which boasted 
the first Indian schoolteacher. 

In 1826 the Society for Promoting 
Education and Industry, with the support 
of Lord Dalhousie, sponsored non- 
sectarian schools at Caughnawaga and 
Lorette. Education was not compulsory 
and both soon failed. Three years later, 
using a personal approach, Sir James 
Kempt, the Administrator of Lower 
Canada, sponsored the training of a group 
of six Indian boys under the tutorship of 
Charles Forest at Chateaguay. The ex- 
periment was successful and the number 
of boys doubled. The expense of their 
formal training in reading, writing, 
English grammar and other subjects was 
paid by the government. Some of the 
graduates became competent school- 
masters on an equal level with their 
white peers. 

In 1835 Eleazer Williams, a Mohawk 
who had been educated in the United 
States, became schoolmaster at St. Regis. 
A small cash grant from England, and the 
donation of books and clothing by a New 
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York religious society, kept the school in 
operation for a few years. 

In 1844 the only school in Quebec with 
a teacher paid by the government was 
at Lorette, with twenty-five students in 
daily attendance. With some government 
assistance the Abenakis of St. Francis 
and the Micmacs of Restigouche built 
their own schools, while Maniwaki 
children who were inclined to do so, 
attended integrated schools. 

After Confederation, when the re- 
sponsibility for Indian education passed 
to the federal government, grants of 
twelve dollars a year for each Indian child 
were paid to the various religious de- 
nominations sponsoring schools. 

The earliest Indian education in the 
Atlantic Provinces began in 1752 when 
the Church of England minister in Halifax 
established a school for fifty orphans, 
among whom were several local Indians. 
Classes were taught by a soldier, Ralph 
Sharrock. The development of ex- 
clusively Indian schools was a gradual 
process and none were built before 
Confederation. In 1868 grants were made 
for construction and maintenance. The 
school at Eskasoni in Cape Breton was 
built in 1874, and at Lennox Island, in 
1875. Five years later schoolhouses were 
erected at Burnt Church and Tobique in 
New Brunswick, and at Whycocomagh, 
Bear River and Pictou, Nova Scotia. 

Progress was slow and in 1885 there 
were only fifteen Indian schools for all the 
seventy-one reserves then in Quebec. 
The largest was at Caughnawaga with 
eighty-six pupils. Many of the Indians 
were nomadic and whole families left the 
reserves in winter for the trapline. Resi- 
dential schools had not yet been estab- 
blished, except for orphans or wards of 
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the court who were placed in institutions 
that were established for the non- 
Indian community. 

School gardens were inaugurated in 
1911. They were especially successful at 
Congo Bridge and Restigouche in 
Quebec, Sydney, Nova Scotia, and 
Tobique, New Brunswick. The pupils of 
some of the schools engaged in horti- 
culture received prizes for their produce 
in competition with the surrounding 
communities. 

The department allowed a per capita 
grant for students at institutions of higher 
education. In 1914 there were students 
at McGill University, Grande Ligne 
Mission, and Levis College in Quebec, 
and in the Maritime Provinces at St. 
Dustan’s College, St. Joseph’s University 
and Carleton Convent. The Indian day 
schools corresponded to the provincial 
public schools in providing the prepara- 
tion needed to qualify pupils for secon- 
dary education. They strictly followed the 
course of studies prescribed for the 
provincial public and separate schools. 

Government policy became one of 
providing closer supervision, better 
qualified instructors, more intensive 
vocational training and better buildings. 
In keeping with such policy a large brick 
building, on a par with a good public 
school building in a city, was erected at 
Caughnawaga. A site with an adjacent 
farm was purchased at Shubenacadie for 
an Indian residential school, and a staff 
was hired. It was intended that this in- 
Stitution would provide academic and 
vocational training and atso care for 
orphans and neglected children in the 
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Atlantic Provinces. The school was 
opened in 1930. 

In 1933 the department recognized a 
residential school which was conducted 
under the auspices of the Church of 
England at Fort George, Quebec. The 
school was destroyed by fire in 1942 but 
was rebuilt by the Church two years 
later. It was subsequently taken over by 
the federal government and is now run 
as a federal institution. In August 1962 
a contract was awarded to replace the 
existing building with a modern fire- 
proof structure for an enrolment of 130 
pupils. A residential school at Fort 
George, run by the Roman Catholic 
Church, was also allowed a per capita 
grant, beginning in April 1937. 

Courses of study were planned with 
special consideration for the real needs 
of Indians in adulthood. Day schools 
were planned to meet the specific needs 
of the reserves on which they were 
established. They became a focal point of 
their community offering guidance and 
instruction to interested adults as well. 
Pupils were encouraged to take up such 
vocational courses as agriculture, auto 
mechanics and domestic science. Classes 
in handloom weaving were begun at 
Caughnawaga, where woven ties, 
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scarves and shopping bags were pro- 
duced and easily marketed. 

In 1939 provision was made for some 
Indian day schools to teach first-year 
high school. Tuition grants continued for 
Indian students attending university, 
normal school, technical school and 
business college. 

At the beginning of the 1950s, training 
for the blind, deaf and otherwise handi- 
capped was provided in special schools 
usually operated under provincial auspices. 

In line with a recommendation made by 
a Special Joint Committee of the Senate 
and House of Commons on Indian 
Affairs in 1948, the policy of having 
Indian children educated in association 
with non-Indian children was given 
prominence in educational planning. 
Whenever possible, in consultation with 
the Indian parents and by agreement with 
the local educational authorities, arrange- 
ments were made to have the children 
attend non-Indian schools. 

This was accomplished by having 
small groups of children enroled in local 
public and private schools, with the 
federal government paying tuition costs. 
By agreement with provincial school 
boards, joint schools for Indian and non- 
Indian pupils also were established. The 
federal government shared the cost of 
construction and operation of the latter 
on a pro rata basis. Such integrated 
education has been significant in 
broadening the outlook of Indian children 
and in fitting them for their part in the 
Canadian community. Indian parents 


showed little inclination, however, to 
participate in the running of the schoy 

Residential schools were establish‘ 
at Seven Islands in 1952 and at Amo; 
1956. In 1957 a system for financing: 
residential schools was introduced, u 
which the department, with certain 
limitations, pays the actual cost of op 
ting the schools. The system permits 1 
establishment and maintenance of st 
dards of supervision, food, clothing a 
accommodation throughout the scho 
The curriculum is the one followed by 
the province. 

Homemakers clubs were establishe 
On many reserves, and courses in sev 
cooking, weaving and hat designing 
were given by technicians from the 
Quebec Department of Agriculture. 
Courses in first aid were given by nur: 
attached to the provincial public healt 
service. One club organized a public | 
brary, and two others contributed to t 
purchase of playground equipment fo 
children. Courses in handicrafts were 
given at Bersimis, Maniwaki, Seven Is 
lands and Restigouche in Quebec, us! 
traditional Indian artistic patterns. 

In 1960 about twenty per cent of tl 
pupils attending schools in New Brur 


,and twenty-five per cent of those in 
1 Scotia, were in non-Indian schools. 
rough the joint efforts of the Indian 
rs Branch and the Nova Scotia 
irtment of Education, evening classes 
rpentry and home economics were 
ucted for adults at Eskasoni. 
igements also were made with a 
ical school in New Glasgow for 
g Indians to train in the 
sntry and machinist trades. 
e children of Lennox Island, Prince 
ird Island, attended the two-class- 
Indian day school, while Indian 
ren in other parts of the province 
ded non-Indian schools. Indian 
nts from all the Atlantic Provinces 
in attendance at various universities 
ice the Second World War there has 
a steady increase in the number of 
n children attending school. Those 
g secondary education, vocational 
yrofessional training have also in- 
ed steadily. A growing number of 
ers at Indian schools are of Indian 
stry. Adult education is becoming 
prevalent, as evinced by the 
number of homemakers’ clubs and 
rship and training courses which 
a Major part in the advancement of 
ommunities, !ndians take an in- 
ing interest in education, and band 
cils have authority to form school 
nittees of band members eager to 
‘ijpate in the running of their local 


schools, and to encourage scholastic 
achievement generally. 

Through cultural development pro- 
grams sponsored by the Department of 
Indian Affairs from 1967 to the present, 
the Indian population of Canada has be- 
come very aware of the value of cultural 
identity. Grass roots movements have, in 
many areas, revived the native languages 
and created a growing demand to have 
them taught in the schools, especially in 
the junior grades. This demand has been 
acknowledged and kindergarten classes 
are carried on in 191 schools under fed- 
eral jurisdiction across Canada. 

Efforts are being made to reduce the 


isolation of students in residential schools 


and get them home to their parents as 
often as possible during the school year. 
More and more residential school man- 
agers are of Indian ancestry. 

In spite of improvements, the Indian 
student drop-out rate is four times as 
high as the national average for non- 
Indian students. 

All status Indians in Canada are en- 
titled to a free university education, and 
each year sees more and more graduates 
entering professions. 
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